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HERE’S TO MS. DIPAOLO! 

Memories of St. Bernadette S 

1998 to 2016  
Introduction by Brendan Frank (6th Grade) 

As some of you probably know, Ms. DiPaolo is 

retiring at the end of this 

school year. I asked her for her 

top ten Bernie’s memories. She 

didn’t specifically give ten sto-

ries, but that’s fine because as 

long as she’s been here, there 

is likely too many to choose from!  The thing I like 

about Ms. DiPaolo is her sense of humor. Another 

thing I like is how many toys are on her desk. 

There’s at least 60! 

This passage is Mr. DiPaolo’s reply to my question. 

Since you asked me for my 10 funniest memories, I 

have stopped and seriously thought about each 

year at Bernie’s. Actually, there have been many 

humorous times from September 1998 to the pre-

sent day. Each and every class, the Class of 1999 

to the Class of 2018, has provided many enjoyable 

moments.  

From my first homeroom in seventh grade – the 

Class of 2000 which I followed to their eighth 

grade homeroom – to my last homeroom in eighth 

grade – the Class of 2016 – there are just too 

many stories with too many different students to 

mention. There are the toys – the teachable mo-

ments – the stories and questions in Social Studies 

– the fun times in Math… and the list goes on and 

on.  

I would just like to take this opportunity to say – 

Thank You to each and every one of you – you 

have made my time here a wonderful experience.  

Editors: Emily Hurd and Erin Sweeney 

Publishers: Mrs. Carney and Mrs. Bellwoar 

On St. Patrick’s Day, we went to 
interview Mrs. Carney. We were 
excited to learn more about her. 
Mrs. Carney grew up in 
Southwest Philadelphia. She went 
to St. Barnabas Catholic School 
and then West Catholic High 
School for Girls.  

Mrs. Carney now lives in Drexel 
Hill where she has lived for 20 

years. She 
has five 
daughters all 
with names 
that begin 
with the 
letter J. She 
also has a 
Maltese dog  

named Sadie. Her favorite thing 
to do is spend time with her 
family, but she also loves to read.  

Mrs. Carney has been teaching at 
St. Bernadette School for five 
years, but she has been a teacher 
for almost 16 years. When we 
interviewed Mrs. Carney her class 
was working on STEM, snowflake 
fractions, and haikus. They had 
just completed their clothespin 
crosses. Mrs. Carney’s class also 
still plays our favorite game—
”homeworkopoly”.  

Mrs. Carney was lucky enough to 
know that she wanted to be a 
teacher since fourth grade. “I 
can’t think of a time I didn’t want 
to be a teacher,” she said. “I am 
so happy to be here at St. 
Bernadette’s. It’s a great place to 
teach!” 

CATCHING UP WITH MRS. CARNEY  
By Arianna Hall and Phoebe Fiore (5th Grade) 

Home & School honored Mrs. Carney for 

her 15 –year anniversary of teaching.  



Zane and the Hurricane:  

A Story of Katrina  

by Rodman Philbrick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review by Devan Frank (6th Grade) 

The story begins with Zane going to visit his 

great Aunt which he never knew he had. She 

lives in New Orleans. He brings his dog, Bandit 

with him. While he is staying with his Aunt, 

Hurricane Katrina hits the city of New Orleans. 

While everyone was being evacuated, Bandit 

jumped out of the car window. Zane went 

after him. Zane and Bandit find themselves 

back at their great Aunt’s house. When the 

hurricane gets really bad, they go up into the 

attic because of the rising water. They stay 

there until the storm is over. The next day, 

Zane and Bandit are rescued by a neighbor and 

his daughter who had a boat to get around in. 

Finally, Zane is able to contact his Mom, and 

they go home. 

I liked this book because it was historical fic-

tion, which made it interesting, but not too 

hard to read. I would recommend this book to 

middle school students because they are ma-

ture enough to understand about the dangers 

of hurricanes. 

In Honor of Mother’s Day, Hailey 

Horan asked some student’s 

what makes their moms special. 

Here’s what they shared. 

Lizzy Hennessy, 5th Grade:  
“My mom is special because she 
always puts others first. She is 
always trying to make others 

happy.” 

 
 

 

  

Julian Gavin, 5th Grade:  
“My mom is super special be-

cause she cares so much about 
others. She helps me with eve-

rything and is so involved in  
my life. I love her more 

 than anything.”  

Gabe Losacco, 6th Grade: 
“My mom is caring. She loves 
me and goes out of her way 

to do things for  
me. I love her so much  
and can always count  

on her.” 

Megan Sheridan, 5th Grade: 
“My mom is always there for me 

and she always makes me 
laugh.” 

Lucas Duong, 7th Grade:  
“My mom provides for me, she puts a 
roof over my head. If I’m having a bad 
day, she’ll ask me what’s wrong. She  

supports me for every decision I 
make, even if it’s a bad one.”  

 Kathryn Yuknek, 8th Grade: 
“My mom is a dedicated volun-
teer. She supports our sports 
teams and she’s so loving.”  

 Raymond Zepka, 6th Grade:  
“My mom has arthritis and she suf-

fers every day for me and my family. 
She cares so much that she goes 

through pain and still provides. Also, 
she’s funny and helps me even 

when I’m tough on her.”  

 John Black, 8th Grade:  
“My mom is amazing because of how helpful and nice she is 
to everyone. She is really special because she’s the nicest 

person you can meet. She goes out of her way to make 
everyone’s day better. My mom is very smart in everything 
she does. She will help anyone who needs help. She is the 

best mom out there, I love her.”  

 
Veronica Wakefield, 6th Grade: 
“My mom can play a lot of sports. 

She is really funny,  
cares about me so much,  
and has a lot of friends.”  

 
Brooke Quinn, 7th Grade: “ 

My mom is special because she’s so 
kind and sees the good in everything! I 
can tell my mom literally anything and 

talk to her about everything, which most 
daughters don’t do. She always cheers 
me up when I’m upset and I love her for 
that! She never fails to make me smile 
or laugh. She’s fun and creative, and 

she has a big heart.”  

 
Danielle Williams, 8th Grade: 
“My mom is so special due to 
the fact that she’s super busy 
but she still always finds time 
for me in her day. She is al-
ways working hard for our 

family. I love her.”  


